
Maura Kinsey

Maura graduated from Stephen F. Austin State University in May of 

2021. Axe'em Jacks! She is very excited to spend her first year teaching 

at Santa Fe Junior High. She chose SFISD because she loves the sense 

of community SFISD has and she's heard great things about the 

teachers! She is thrilled to start the 2021-2022 school year and meet her 

students as well as help her students learn and grow. Please welcome 

Maura to our TRIBE!

 

Lesley Suttle

Lesley is very excited to join Santa Fe ISD this year! She graduated in May of 2008 

from the University of Houston Clear Lake with a bachelor’s degree in 

Interdisciplinary Studies, majoring in Elementary Education.  In August of that 

same year she began teaching Reading and Language Arts at Bay Colony 

Elementary, where she remained for 13 years. She is happily married to Mr. Suttle, 

who is also an educator. They have two dogs, Max and Chewie. In their free time, 

they love to spend time with their dogs, travel, read and play games. This year she 

will be celebrating her 14th year in education, and she looks forward to doing so 

with the great students and staff of Santa Fe ISD! Lesley will be teaching at Barnett 
Elementary. Please  welcome Lesley to our TRIBE!

Mary Pitts
Mary will be teaching 4th grade at Kubacak Elementary. She is happily married and a 

mother of three children. She has been a stay-at-home mom for many years. Being on the 

parent side of the teacher-parent relationship, she knows how important it is to keep the 

lines of communication open and continual. She is a recent graduate of UHCL and holds a 

Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies. This past year, she completed an 

internship where she taught 4th grade students in CCISD and cherished every moment of 

it. She feels very fortunate to become a part of the Santa Fe ISD community as the 

resources made available to teachers and students are plentiful and skillfully designed to 

empower educators to make a positive impact on their students’ learning, while the 

students are ensured a highly supportive and welcoming school environment. Everyone 

she's met at Santa Fe ISD has been incredibly kind, making her instantly feel right at 

home. She can’t wait to meet all her students and families this upcoming school year! She 

is super excited!  Please welcome Mary to our TRIBE!

Greg Nelson
Greg is looking forward to this new school year and can't wait to meet the 

staff and kids.   He welcomes the chance to be a part of the safety and well 

being of the entire school and hopes to be considered a person to be 

trusted and relied on. Greg entered public service in 1980 as a Paramedic 

before becoming a Fire Fighter, but for the past 30 years he has been a 

Police Officer.  Most recently he retired as a Detective Sergeant with the 

Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office.  He has been married to his wonderful 

wife, Sandra, for 33 years and together they have 4 grown children and 10 

grandchildren. He writes as a hobby and has had one novel published. Greg 

will be joining the SFISD Police Department. Please welcome Greg to our 

TRIBE!

Lauren Hooker
Lauren went to UHCL and graduated with a bachelors in 

Communication and started teaching in Alvin ISD in 2008. She taught in 

Alvin until she had her son in 2014. She has 3 children. Marrik (17) who 

will be heading to A&M this fall, Jace (6), and Jett (4). When they aren’t at 

the baseball fields for the kids, they are catching an Astros game, fishing, 

at the beach or doing something outside. She is so excited to meet her 

coworkers and new students and share the love she has for reading and 

writing with them. She chose Santa Fe because she loves the small town 

feel and sense of community it has!  She will be teaching ELA at Santa Fe 
High School. Please welcome Lauren to our TRIBE!
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Vincent Garcia
Vincent graduated from Santa Fe High School and went on to attend and 

graduate from the University of Houston. He previously taught and coached  at 

Sam Houston HS, Deer Park HS, Pearland JH East, Pearland JH South, and Berry 

Miller JH in Pearland. He has collegiate and NFL strength and conditioning 

coaching experience. His hobbies include surfing, triathlons, and running both 

full and half marathons. He chose to work in SFISD because he is a product of 

this district and wants to take this opportunity to pass on the knowledge he has 

gained to help students become successful in their future endeavors. He is 

excited about teaching at his alma mater. Vincent will be teaching and coaching 

at Santa Fe Junior High. Please welcome Vincent to our TRIBE!

 

Laura DiPette
Laura graduated from the University of Houston Clear Lake in 2008 with her Master of 

Arts in Family Therapy. In addition, Laura spent two years at Michigan State University 

and graduated with her Bachelor of Arts from the University of St. Thomas in Houston. 

She is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and Licensed Professional Counselor. 

Laura has previous work experience in many different mental health settings such as The 

Menninger Clinic, Family Service Center of Galveston County and over 10 years at Teen 

Health Center in the clinic located at Ball High School in Galveston. Laura has worked full 

time with at risk youth and prioritized using evidence based counseling and preventative 

strategies with adolescents and families in a school based setting. In her spare time she 

loves participating in yoga, gardening and spending time with her family and pets.  She is 

most excited about starting a new journey as a Wellness Counselor and meeting the 

amazing students and faculty at Santa Fe High School. Please  welcome Laura to our 

TRIBE!

Renee Gonyier

Renee is a single mother of an outstanding young man. They moved to 

Texas from Iowa in 2017. She has seven years of experience working with 

students of all age groups including special needs students. She is excited to 

be a part of a school district that puts students first and that employs faculty 

members who work together to ensure the success of all students (she is 

speaking from personal experience). She will continue that high standard as 

she embarks on this new chapter in her life. Renee will be an Instructional 

Aide at the Indian Success Academy!  Please welcome Renee to our TRIBE!

Sarah Luna

Sarah received her bachelor's degree in Elementary Education from UHCL and 

her master's degree in School Counseling from Lamar University. She taught 

for over 20 years with her educational experience in Pearland ISD and in 

private school. In addition to spending time with her family, Sarah enjoys 

participating in outdoor activities, baking, and reading. This is her first year as a 

school counselor, and she is thrilled to have the opportunity to build 

relationships with students, parents, and staff in SFISD. Sarah will be joining 

the counseling department at Santa Fe High School. Please welcome Sarah to 

our TRIBE!

Amy Parker
Amy was born in Galveston and grew up in Friendswood.  She earned a Bachelors 

Degree from the University of Houston Clear Lake and received her teaching 

certificate through Texas Teachers.  She started teaching in Texas City eight years 

ago at Northside Elementary and became the High School Head Swim and 

Waterpolo Coach five years ago.  She developed a USA swim program for Texas 

City and will continue to provide competitive swimming opportunities for the area.  

She loves the outdoors and spending time with her family.  She is looking forward 

to building relationships with her students, co-workers, and the community.   She 

will be teaching at Kubacak Elementary. Please welcome Amy to our TRIBE!
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Hannah Pullen
Hannah will be an ABC Aide at Barnett Elementary. She was in the Santa Fe 

graduating class of 2021 as well as the College of the Mainland graduating class of 

2021. She has two dogs: a female Australian Shepherd named Ziva and a male 

Goldendoodle named Tony. Even though they are not human, she still considers 

them to be her children. She also has a big family with 5 siblings and 21 nieces and 

nephews. She enjoys reading, scrapbooking, and binge watching TV shows! She 

chose the Santa Fe school district because it holds a special place in her heart 

because it is where she grew up. SFISD has made her the person she is today. She is 

most excited to learn more about the job and to meet all of the kids she will be 

working with! Please welcome Hannah to our TRIBE!

 

Tabitha Powell

Tabitha is so excited to be joining the amazing team here at Santa Fe ISD. She 

has been a resident of Santa Fe her whole life. In high school, she was a proud 

member of the Santa Fe Tribal Belles! She was a 2005 Santa Fe High School 

graduate. She married her high school sweetheart. They have been married for 

15 years and have three wonderful, crazy kiddos (19,15,11). Outside of work, they 

are a sports family spending their time at the field or on the court with softball 

and basketball. However, when there is a break in sports, she enjoys reading, 

crafting, BBQ's and spending time with family and friends. Tabitha will be the 

Principal's Secretary at Santa Fe Junior High. Please  welcome Tabitha to our 

TRIBE!

Jordan Hase
Jordan was born and raised in the Spring area before moving on to college at Cornell 

University where he played football.  After graduating from Cornell, he went on to Law 

School and Grad school at St. Thomas University School of Law in Miami, FL.  After a short 

stint working for the Houston Texans, Jordan began a career in home building and 

eventually started his own homebuilding company in Houston.  Through it all, he knew 

his passion was education and being on the football field.  Jordan spent the last year at 

Concordia Lutheran High School in Tomball as a football and baseball coach and a Co-

Teacher in English.  Jordan lives in the Spring area with his wife Kimberly, their 4-year-old 

little girl Avery, and is anxiously awaiting the birth of their second daughter in August! 

Jordan knew right away that Santa Fe was going to be a great place to teach. He has felt the 

support and excitement from everyone he has met. Jordan has a deep love for History and 

cannot wait to watch his students learn and grow this next school year. Jordan will be 

teaching and coaching at  Santa Fe High School.  Please welcome Jordan to our TRIBE!

Paige Clements

Paige is a Santa Fe alumni. She attended Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi for a 

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and also gained a Master of Science in Counseling. 

Paige currently holds a Special Education certification and is thrilled to start her first 

year working in a field that she is most passionate about. Paige’s background includes 

The Center for Autism and Related Disorder, a behavioral hospital, as well as Adkins 

MS where she maintained a classroom for academic intervention for one year during 

graduate school in Corpus Christi, TX. Paige is ecstatic to return to her roots and be 

able to join the Special Education Department at Kubacak Elementary. She is ready to 

work with her community and new team. When she is not working, she is either 

spending time with friends and family, hiking, painting, or cooking. Please welcome 

Paige to our TRIBE!

Jacob Hillis
Jacob grew up just outside of Houston (Richmond) and graduated from Texas State 

University in 2017 with a degree in Exercise Sports and Science. That’s also where 

he met his wife (Kate), who he married in March 2018! They have lived in San 

Marcos for the last few years while he worked for Austin Classical School teaching 

PE and Kate worked as a PT Tech. They moved to Galveston because Kate recently 

got into the PT school at UTMB! They love taking out their paddle boards and 

going to the beach. Jacob is a huge sports fan and loves being close to his Houston 

teams once again! Santa Fe has such a familial feel to it and he's excited to be a part 

of this school district! He will be the P.E. Aide at Kubacak Elementary. Please 

welcome Jacob to our TRIBE!
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Terez Keith
Terez is so excited to be serving as an Instructional Coach at Santa Fe High School. 

Before coming to SFISD, she served across three high schools in Houston as an ESL 

teacher, English teacher, and as an Interventionist serving striving readers and special 

populations.  She has her Master’s of Education in Curriculum and Instruction from the 

University of Texas at Arlington, where she also obtained a certification as a Reading 

Specialist (EC-12). Her undergrad degree is from the State University of New York at 

Oswego (SUNY Oswego) in English Language Arts. Also, Oswego, NY is where she was 

born and raised - an hour south of the Canadian border, on the great Lake Ontario. But, 

Terez has been a proud Texan for the past 10 years! In her free time, she enjoys spending 

as much time as possible with her family: son (Aaricin), daughter (Kerrigan), and husband 

(Aaron, who is a proud graduate of Santa Fe HS). She is elated and truly blessed for the 

opportunity and privilege to join the Santa Fe ISD family! Please welcome Terez to our 

TRIBE!

 

Jana Layman
Jana lives in the Clear Lake area where she and her husband David raised their two 

daughters. She received her bachelors of fine arts degree from Abilene Christian 

University and enjoyed a career as a graphics artist. She's had a variety of experiences 

from corporate advertising to the art department at M. D. Anderson Cancer Center. At the 

same time, she's always been involved with teaching children, either through church, 

kids camps, or a non profit family outreach program that she helped create and has 

worked with for many years. She decided pre-pandemic that she would combine her love 

of art and teaching kids, and pursue a second career in education. She is so excited to 

work at Kubacak Elementary, to invest in the growth of children, and learn from the 

wealth of experience of her new co-workers. She feels there is a great adventure ahead! In 

her free time, she loves spending time with her family, especially her granddaughter Ivy, 

planning new art projects with her husband, and taking long walks. Please  welcome Jana 

to our TRIBE!

Lauren Turner

Lauren is so excited to be joining the Wollam Elementary and SFISD teams. She and 

her husband have a sweet 3 year old boy and a beautiful baby girl. Their weekends are 

full of toddler adventures, visiting with family, and playing board games. Her husband 

loves to play soccer and they have high hopes that their little ones will make them 

soccer parents! She is a HLSR volunteer and has been for almost 10 years. She received 

her bachelors in early education and masters in educational management from the 

University of Houston Clear Lake. She taught at Bay Colony in Dickinson ISD for 9 

years. She has always heard amazing things about Santa Fe ISD and can't wait to have an 

amazing year with her first graders! Please welcome Lauren to our TRIBE!

Matthew Fitte
Coach Fitte (pronounced Feet) is the new Santa Fe Junior High General Employability 

Skills Teacher and Football/Basketball Coach. He was born in Texas, but raised in Virginia 

Beach, Va. and attended both East Carolina University and Appalachian State University, 

where he earned his bachelor's degree. After spending time working in the corporate 

world, he decided becoming a teacher would be an excellent way to serve the community. 

He is entering his eighth year of teaching, fifth coaching, and spent time serving Houston, 

Clear Creek, and Brazosport ISDs. He is really excited to be joining the team here in Santa 

Fe because of all the great things he has heard about the district, and he is eager to serve 

and become a part of this community. Some of his hobbies include fishing, clay shooting, 

and rooting for his favorite football teams, the Aggies and Dallas Cowboys! Most 

importantly he loves spending time with his family. He is married and has three beautiful 

kids: Scarlet (8), Adeleia (5), and Landry (4). They enjoy traveling to Disney World, Myrtle 

Beach, SC and Tampa, FL to visit family.  Please welcome Matthew to our TRIBE!

Adela Guerrero
Adela is so pleased to be a part of the Santa Fe family. She is a mother of 

four, two sons and two daughters, and she likes to travel to new places. 

She has been in this community for a long time, so she wants to help our 

future generation, whether her contributions are small or big.  She 

looks forward to getting to know everyone in SFISD. She will be joining 

the Maintenance and Operations Department as a custodian. Please 

welcome Adela to our TRIBE!
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Jerica Downes
Jerica will be teaching 3rd grade at Kubacak Elementary this year! This will be her 

sixth year as a teacher and her first year in 3rd grade! Prior to SFISD, she taught 4th 

and 5th grade in Oklahoma (where she is from). She is moving from a tiny coastal 

town in Maine, so she is very excited to be back in the familiarity of the south. She 

loves Texas and is excited to make this her home for a few years! She has a 

bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and is currently obtaining her master’s 

degree in Curriculum Instruction. She will be finished with her master's degree this 

spring (woohoo!). For fun, she loves anything Marvel or Office related, graphic 

design, walking her dog, exploring and spending quality time with her husband. 

She is happy to be at SFISD and looks forward to meeting everyone!  Please 

welcome Jerica to our TRIBE!

 

Kade Wheeler
Kade attended Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas 

where he obtained a Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology. In the Spring of 

2021, he was the PE coach at Fredonia Elementary in Nacogdoches and that is 

where he discovered his love for coaching and teaching. Some of his hobbies 

include playing the piano and guitar, drawing and playing soccer. He chose 

Santa Fe ISD because he heard great things about the district and he liked 

the small town atmosphere and sense of community! For this 2021-2022 

school year, he is most excited about meeting all the new students and 

teachers and helping the students learn all that they can! Kade will be an 

Instructional Aide at Santa Fe Junior High. Please  welcome Kade to our 

TRIBE!

Blanca Fraire

Blanca was born and raised in South Houston, TX where she graduated high school in 

2003. In 2004, she earned a certification as a Medical Assistant from the National 

Institute of Technology. She married her junior high sweetheart and they have been 

together for almost 23 years! They have a handsome 14 year old son with whom she 

shares a passion for baseball. She stays pretty busy being a baseball mom and crafting! 

Whenever she has downtime, she loves to read! She has been part of the Santa Fe 

Community for over 15 years and looks forward to working with the families and staff 

at SFISD. Blanca is super excited to see what the future brings! She will be an 

Instructional Aide at Santa Fe Junior High.  Please welcome Blanca to our TRIBE!

Sara Owens

Sara grew up in Seabrook, Texas! She graduated from the University of 

Houston Clear Lake in 2017 with her bachelors degree in Marketing. She 

previously worked in CCISD at Campbell Elementary as a Level Literacy 

Interventionist while working on her certification. She has a 10 month old 

little boy named Wyatt and is married to her husband, Garrett. Her 

hobbies are playing with Wyatt, taking him to the beach, reading, and 

cooking.  She loves how SFISD really has a small town community feel. 

She is so excited to meet her students and watch them learn and grow 

through the school year. She can't wait to start!  Sara will be teaching at 

Kubacak Elementary. Please welcome Sara to our TRIBE!

Matthew Ginn
This will be Coach Ginn's first year at Santa Fe Junior High and he is so 

excited to be here. He attended Sam Houston State University and 

earned a bachelor degree in Business Administration and is certified in 

Physical Education EC-12th grade. He enjoys all sports! Something 

interesting about him is that he is an IPTPA Level 2 Certified Pickleball 

Teaching Professional. For fun, he likes spending time with his family, 

friends and his new rescue dog, Milo. Please welcome Matthew to our 

TRIBE!
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Maci McCurley

Maci attended Stephen F. Austin State University. Her 

hobbies are reading and making crafts. She is most excited 

about starting this new chapter in her life. Maci will be a 

Special Education teacher at Santa Fe Junior High. Please 

welcome Maci to our TRIBE!

 

Francis Langston
Francis was born and raised in Alvin. She is married to her best friend and the most 

wonderful man, Chase, who is a Deputy with Harris County Constable Precinct 1. Together 

they have 6 children. Three are out of the house and three are still home. She also has a 3 

year old granddaughter who is a little angel! She worked in Alvin ISD for about 20 years. 

She worked in the transportation department and after receiving her Texas Peace Officer 

License from Alvin Community College Police Academy, moved over to Alvin ISD PD, as a 

police officer. After leaving Alvin ISD, she worked for the South Houston Fire Marshall 

and is currently working with Brazoria County Constable Precinct 4, as a deputy. Her 

hobbies consist of many hours of mowing their 5 acres, DIY projects, spending time with 

family and currently learning to bowl. She is so grateful to be a part of Santa Fe ISD. She 

loves working in a school environment. She knows her experience in transportation along 

with her experience of being a police officer will benefit her as the Receptionist at Santa 
Fe High School. She can’t wait to meet everyone. Please  welcome Francis to our TRIBE!

Nuccia Pignataro

Nuccia is so happy to be returning to Santa Fe ISD. She graduated from Santa Fe 

High School and is excited to be teaching Special Education at Santa Fe High 
School. She received her degree from the University of Houston Clear Lake and 

teaching credentials from Sam Houston Sate university in Theater Arts, Special 

Education and World Languages. She teaches college classes at College of the 

Mainland. Her greatest joys are her twin boys, Nico and Cesco. They are in 

junior high and going in to 7th grade. She is looking forward to many years at 

SFISD. Please welcome Nuccia to our TRIBE!

Rebecca Peneul
Rebecca has been married for 14 years and is a mom of 2 amazing girls who attend 

SFISD. They are a veteran family and will always look out for the needs of their 

community. They enjoy outdoor activities such as boating, camping and traveling to 

find their next adventures. She is a resident of Santa Fe and has been here her entire life.

She has worked in community service for many years and dedicates most of her 

personal time to helping others and feels it is very important to get her kids out to help 

also. She volunteers and has worked in the schools for the past 4 years and looks 

forward to starting her new role in physical education working with some of the best 

community members; our children! She strongly believes student growth has a way of 

reminding us how important education is and how amazing the human brain can be. 

She is most excited to welcome back our students, full time, and help them to master 

new skills during this school year! Rebecca will be the P.E. Aide at Wollam Elementary. 

Please welcome Rebecca to our TRIBE!

Taylor Alvarez
Taylor was born in Galveston and raised in Santa Fe. She graduated from Alvin 

Community College in 2017 with an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Legal 

Studies. She is currently attending Penn Foster College where she will receive a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Business Management. She is married to her husband, Brandon 

and they have two fur babies, Windsor and Harley. She previously worked as a paralegal 

at Hegwood Law Group and as an assistant to the Children’s Librarian at Santa Fe’s very 

own Mae S. Bruce Library. She is excited to now be working again in her hometown, 

meet more of the community, and help assist in the classroom. On the weekends you 

can find her studying, cooking, baking, playing board and card games (she owns over 50) 

with family and friends, volunteering, and snuggled up on her couch watching movies. 

Taylor loves children and aspires to become a teacher and a mother.  Taylor will be a 

SOAR Educational Aide at Wollam Elementary. Please welcome Taylor to our TRIBE!
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